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similar prohibition should be extended to all these repre-
sentations, which, though perhaps not having, strictly
.speaking, an immoral tendency, certainly have a tendency
to suggest and create deeds of violence of the worst descrip-
tion, and that as such they should not be allowed to be
publicly exhibited, but should be submitted to the censor-
ship of some responsible person in authority, whose written
permission to exhibit theatrical or other scenes should be
_previously obtained.

I remain, Sirs, your obedient servant,
September, 1888. 

_______________ 

CORONATOR.

POISONOUS MUSSELS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Mr. Permewan, in his report of a fatal case of
mussel poisoning in THE LANCET of Sept. 22nd, states that
he could find no reference of any value in the ordinary
:text-books on toxicology, and also that the coroner expressed
his surprise at the absence of scientific knowledge as to
these bivalves. Mr. Permewan is quite right as to the
paucity of information in text-books, but, notwithstanding
this, the subject has received much attention in Germany,
and an extensive literature of quite recent origin will be
found in Virchow’s Archiv, vols. 102-3-4; Berliner klinische
Wochenschrift, 1885-6; Brieger, "Ueber Ptomaine," Part 3;
.and elsewhere. Amongst the investigators are Virchow,
Salkowski, Max Wolff, Lohmeyer, Brieger, Schmidtmann,
and several others whose names I cannot at present
remember. The literature in question owes its origin to
the occurrence of a wholesale poisoning by mussels which
- took place at Wilhelmshaven about three years ago.
Dr. Schmidtmann carefully observed and described the
- :symptoms, which, together with the results of experi-
ments on animals, showed that the poison was analogous
in its action to curare. From a sample of the mussels
obtained from the same locality Brieger isolated a

ptomaine which he called "mytilotoxine" (from Mytilus
edulis, the common mussel), and also, amongst other bases,
betaine (oxycholine). There is a difference of opinion
amongst authorities as to whether the poisonous mussels
are or are not identical with the ordinary edible mussels.
Virchow, Schmidtmann, and Lohmeyer contend that the
poisonous mussels have lighter-coloured, striped shells,
yellowish soft parts, a sweetish, repulsive smell, and that
they colour the water in which they are boiled bluish. The
non-poisonous mussels have uniformly blacker shells, whiter
soft parts, smell of sea-water, and do not colour the water
in which they are boiled. Most zoologists, however-
amongst whom are Schulze, v. Martin, and Mobius,&mdash;deny
the existence of a poisonous variety, and attribute the
differences in appearance to the age and surroundings of
the bivalves.
The older view that the poisonous qualities were the out-

come of incipient putrefaction is favoured by the statement
of Schmidtmann, that mussels grown in still water are liable
to take on poisonous properties. This he proved by placing
harmless mussels in the stagnant water of the docks at Wil-
helmshaven ; within fourteen days they developed poisonous
qualities, but again became harmless on being placed in
running water. The dock water was not in itself poisonous.
Virchow also admits that some of the poisonous mussels
lost their toxic properties after a four-weeks’ stay in a sea-
water aquarium. According to Wolff, the poison first appears
in the liver of the mussel, but later on it pervades the whole
of the soft parts. It is asserted that placing poisonous
mussels for an hour or two in fresh salt water renders them
innocuous. Mussels grown in harbours, docks, or basins
are dangerous.
The subject of poisonous mussels was energetically dis-

cussed at several meetings of the Berlin Medical Society,
condensed reports of which are contained in the Berliner
klirzisclze ffochenschrift for 1886.

I am, Sirs, yours very truly,

Toxicological Laboratory, Owens College, Sept. 25th, 1888.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;In reference to the fatal case of poisoning by
eating mussels, stated in last week’s LANCET by Mr.
Permewan, I was informed by a fishmonger lately that
those mussels which are poisonous contain a crab-shaped

substance attached to the interior of the shell. Those free
of this parasite are quite safe to eat. I may also add that
milk is considered an antidote to mussel poisoning, though
in the case named, owing to the large quantity consumed,
I do not suppose it would have been of any use.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Watford, Sept. 25th, 1888.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I am glad to see an indication in the passes of
THE LANCET that there are some members of the profession
who differ from you in your unqualified laudation of the
late Contagious Diseases Acts. I have, since studying the
question a few years ago, been of opinion that, although
the Acts having for their object the lessening of the spread
of venereal diseases were ones that all medical men must
commend, yet that the method of their application was
based too much upon the assumption that woman was the
party who spread the disease, and must be the only one to
suffer by law; men being under no penalty, and being
allowed to propagate disease as much as they like. You
say that it is possible for a woman to spread much more
disease than a man. I think this assertion is open to

question, for it is certain that a very small proportion of
the men who have connexion with diseased women are
themselves attacked by disease, whilst, from the physical
conditions of the two sexes, it is much more likely
for a woman to catch disease from a man than vice
vers&ucirc;. As Mr. Benthall points out, the cases of con-

genital syphilis are mostly due to men infecting virtuous
women, for prostitutes do not, as a rule, have any
children. Your argument that prostitutes, earning their

livelihood by prostitution alone, make themselves a special
class quite distinct from the men who make use of
them occasionally, is not of much value. It is simply a
question of "demand and supply," and the men who create
the demand are just as much a special class as the women
who supply it. It is a mutual arrangement between certain
members of the community, and, if any means are adopted
by law to check ill results, both parties should be treated
equally. It is the question of the degradation of the female
sex by compulsory examination that has raised up nearly
all the agitation against the late Acts. Women feel that it
is unfair to them, and treats them as the only culprits. If
men were liable to be compulsorily examined in the same
manner much of the dissatisfaction of the female sex would
disappear. It is, of course, a difficult matter to suggest precise
methods of carrying into practice the principle that in any
State regulation of vice men who support prostitutes should
be liable to the same penalties as the prostitutes themselves;
yet I feel certain that the British public, which at present
looks at the question from a sentimental and not a medical
point of view, will tolerate no such unequal laws as the
last Acts. I also agree with Mr. Benthall that, if men
were examined, it would diminish vice very materially.
When prostitution is under State control, in course of years
men forget that the primary intention of any such control
was to diminish venereal disease, and they come to imagine
that the women are provided for their safe gratifica-
tion ; whereas, if they were liable to a compulsory exami-
nation, it would remind them of this fact, and also act as a
deterrent to many, for the male sex objects to be examined
just as much as the female.-I am. Sirs. vours verv trulv.

September, 1888. M.D. Durh.M.D. Durh.

MEDICAL EDUCATION IN FORMER DAYS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I send you my last contribution to ":Medical
Education in Former Days." It is a copy of the proposals
made to the Committee of Governors of St. George’s Hospital
by John Hunter’s colleagues, and his remarks thereon. I
will only add their opinions on lectures, from a reply by
these gentlemen to Hunter’s protest against the teaching at
the hospital at that time, the greater part of which I have

already forwarded to THE LANCET, and which appeared in
your journal of July 3rd, 1886.

" On the subject of lectures, to take leave of this point which has been
so much insisted on, we must declare our joint opinions, and they are
incontrovertible. If they had been practical and contained principles
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and rules founded upon judgement and experience, with a regard to the
authority of others as well as our own, they would have been highly
useful; if, on the contrary, they had leaned to physiology and experi-
ment, with a contempt for all other opinions but their own, they would
have been pernicious. The good, therefore, arising from lectures, unless
under certain regulations, must be at least problematical."

I am. Gentlemen, yours obediently.
Sept. 22nd, 1888. CHARLES HAWKINS.
To the Committee (at St. George’s Hospital) appointed to examine the

Laws relative to the Surgeons’ Pupils, and to consider of the best
methods of Improving their Education.

" We, the undersign’d, beg leave to make the following statement.
" GENTLEMEN,&mdash;In moving for the present Committee we have two

principal objects in view ; the one is a restoration, as far as may be
useful, of the antient discipline of the hospital respecting the surgeons
and their pupils. The other is, the introducing such improvements for
the purposes of instruction as are now, and have been for some time,
adopted by hospitals of the first consequence. In the first place, there-
fore, as far as relates to themselves, they leave all such rules now exist-
ing as are not become useless, in statu quo, but they are of opinion that
it will be indispensably necessary for the four surgeons belonging to this
hospital to visit all their patients twice a week, and to be present them-
selves at the dressing of them once, and to visit them on the remaining
days of the week as often as may be necessary. They further think that
they ought to meet every Friday in consultation without being summoned,
and that any defaulter ought to be reported to the weekly board, and
from thence referred to a general court, to be dealt with for such breach
of duty as they shall see proper ; the surgeons bieng perfectly satisfy’d
that such a regulation is of the utmost importance for the good of the
patients; and that the close attendance of the surgeons is indispensably
necessary for the instruction of the pupils. They wish also to have it
resolved that no operation shall be performed but on extraordinary
occasions, such as accidents, except on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays, and that no summonses shall be sent out for that purpose. If

any particular dayisassigned for operations, as was formerly the practice,
and is common now at other hospitals, the pupils are ready to attend on
that day ; but frequently discontinue or relax in their attendance on
other days, and by that means are ignorant of many essential parts of
that knowledge which can only be attained by a general attendance at
an hospital. The pupils, therefore, should be taught that a sufficient
knowledge of their profession cannot be acquired without a constant and
daily attendance. They hope the Committee will determine that there
shall be two hours allowed for the chirurgical business of the hospital-
from eleven o’clock till one-that the dressings shall be finished at a
quarter after twelve, and that the time that remains shall be appor-
tioned for extra business if there be any. By extra business is under-
stood the attendance on the board, on operations, on consultations, and
the examination of morbid bodies. They hope ye Committee will direct
that every surgeon shall examine, or cause to be examined by some other
surgeon of the hospital, the morbid bodies in the presence of all their
pupils, of which notice shall be given on the preceding day unless therebe a convenient time for the examination on the immediate day. We
are further of opinion that it will be proper for the Committee to resolve
that an operation shall be performed on a dead body, attended with
explanations, or a lecture be given on some of the principal parts of
surgery once a week by one of the surgeons in rotation during nine
months in the year, and that gratis. We recommend it further to the
Committee, and propose it as a matter of great utility, that they will
direct that a book shall be kept by the house surgeon for the instruction
of the pupils, wherein shall be entered the material cases, the admission
of the patients, their treatment, and the event, together with the
appearances on the examination of morbid bodies, that each pupil shall
be allowed to take a copy of such entries at his leisure, and that
Saturday in every week shall be set apart for that purpose. In the
second place, respecting the pupils, we wish that the Committee will resolve
that to whomsoever the pupils pay the fee for attending this hospital,
they shall bring certificates of their having been bred up to the pro-
fession, and of their good behaviour, as till of late has been customary
there, and in some degree the practice at other hospitals; that they
shall be entered at the weekly board by the junior surgeon, and that
they be told that if they do not comply with the rules enjoined them,
they may be reprimanded or expelled without returning any part of the
fee paid down on entering. This rule ought to be strictly enforced, as it
will cause good behaviour and subordination, and prevent ignorant and im-
proper persons from intruding themselves into the profession. We wish
the Committee further to resolve that no pupil shall be entered for a
less period than one year, or half a year, except during the time of war,
when it may be necessary for young men destined for the sea or land
service to get what knowledge they can, and such as the usual short notice
will admit of. The last regulation, allowing the attendance of quarterly
pupils, is ofa private nature, and was never sanctioned by the board; it wasfirst adopted in the time of war, and afterwards improperly continued,
as it must be readily admitted that no material knowledge can be
acquired within so short a space of time as that of a quarter of a year.
We are further of opinion that it will be proper for the Committee to
resolve that every pupil shall be considered as receiving his instructions
from the hospital at large, and consequently under the care of all the
surgeons alike. That no pupil shall be allowed to dress the patients
unless he has attended the hospital three months. That no pupil shall
be capable of being chosen the house surgeon unless he has been a dresser
for six months, and unless he is at the time of his election a yearly pupil
of the hospital. That they dress in turn, and according to seniority.
That their time of attending the hospital shall be every day from the
hour of eleven till one. That they shall be sent for in case of operations
arising from accidents if they lodge within a reasonable distance. That
no leave of absence shall be granted for a longer time than three months.
That no pupil shall be allowed a certificate but in cases of strict attend-
ance, and that it be apply’d for at the time of his leaving the hospital,
unless he is absent on foreign service. Our first object, the restoration
and the melioration of the antient discipline of the hospital being thus
effected and straightened by the addition of the rules above mentioned,
we will pass to our second object, and consider the improved state of
other hospitals, and compare it with our own as far as relates to lectures
and the establishment of medical schools, which are now so universally
prevalent, and which have been allowed and provided by the governors
of other hospitals. In St. Thomas’s and Guy’s Hospitals, which are con-
tiguous and united for common instruction and emolument, in St. Bar-

tholomew’s and in the London, the whole course of lectures for the improve
ment of pupils in chirurgical and medical knowledge, except the lectures
in Midwifery at St. Thomas’s, which are not yet brought home, are con-
centrated within the verge of the respective hospitals. They consist of
Midwifery, Surgery, the Materia Medica, with the Practice of Physick,
of Chymistry, and Anatomy. The fees arising from an attendance on
either or all are appropriated to the different professors only (for none
are read gratis), and are not shared by either the physicians or surgeons
belonging to the hospitals. The obvious advantage of such an arrange-
ment is this, that the pupils designed for either profession have not only
set before them a complete class of such lectures as they may choose to
attend, but do not lose a very considerable portion of their time in the
morning now appropriated to these pursuits, by running about perhaps.
at great distances from one lecture to another and to the hospital ;
always inconvenient, and sometimes impracticable. They have formed
there a complete school, at each of which, with respect to the arrange-
ment of time, it is a principal object amongst the surgeons, however the
lecturers may divide theirs, that there shall be an allowance of two
hours, from eleven to one, for the attendance of pupils at either hospital.
The number of patients at St. Thomas’s and Guy’s is about 700, at
St. Bartbolomew’s about 400, at the London Hospital about 140. As to
fees for attendance-those for apprentices excepted, which are always
private, as are those for the dressers, indeed, at the Hospitals of St.Thomas’s and Guy’s and St. Bartholomew’s, and belong to their respec-
tive surgeons,-for dressing they pay &pound;50 each or guineas for one year ;
for general attendance only, .625 ; for the half year, &pound;18. The fees for
the pupils at large are divided amongst the surgeous alike. They admit
no quarterly pupils. At the London Hospital, where the patients are not
so numerous as at our own, and the discipline the same with respect to
pupils and dressers, they are higher by one-third in their price, and take
quarterly pupils as we do. They receive 30 guineas for the year,
18 guineas for the half, and 12 guineas for the quarterly, compensating,
we suppose, for the inferior number of their patients by the regularity
and instruction of their school. With respect to our own hospital, the
price for the yearly pupil is 20 guineas ; for the half yearly, 15 guineas ;
for the quarterly, 10 guineas. We are then upon the lowest footing of
all with respect to price. As to the attendance of our pupils on lectures,
they have to go for their Anatomy to Windmill-street, for their Mid-
wifery to Queen-street, Golden-square, for their Chymistry, Materia
Medica, and Practice of Physick to Leicester-fields. There are other
lectures likewise, we believe, but all a considerable distance from the
hospital, and there is probably an hour and a half lost every morning in
the course of this diffused attendance ; and it is but seldom that three-
quarters of an hour or an hour, and this at an average not above three
or four times a week (by the dressers excepted), can be allotted for their
chirurgical attendance at the hospital,-a space too short for acquiring
this kind of knowledge, or even of any knowledge at all. The barely
seeing operations in a theatre at a distance, half of which perhaps they
will never be called upon to perform, is but a trifling advantage, but this
in general is what they content themselves with ; and hence it is that it
is possible, and even probable, that they may pass through an hospital
after a year of such attendance without acquiring any substantial know-
ledge at all. The mode of attending so many lectures at a time, and
those crowded and compressed within the morning, cannot add much to
this superficial knowledge. However, they are not under the necessity
of attending them all, and it must be confessed that there is an advan-
tage in having them all to choose from. A great part of this incon-
venience you may remedy, by giving them the time they so much want ;
it will be giving them in reality a three years’ attendance for one. To

finish, therefore, this detail: it is obvious from the above statement, and
comparing the course of improvement adopted by the different hospitals
with our own, which has been hitherto simply chirurgical, and was at its
first institution excellent, but is now become inferior from the causes
we have explained, that we cannot stand our ground, and much less
advance, unless the governors will give us leave to adopt the mode of
discipline and instruction used by other hospitals whenever it shall be
found superior to our own, and unless they give us leave likewise to
bring home the different professors to the hospital as soon as they can
be engaged ; and, in one word, to permit us to act upon that extended
plan which has been so wisely established and so fortunately executed

by 
others.

" Tlay ye 27th, 1793."

"J. GUNNING.
WM. WALKER.
T. KEATE.

To the Chairman of the Special General Court, St. George’s Hospital.
MR. CHAIRMAN,&mdash;Having on most occasions been desirous of pro-

moting the surgical education at the Hospital, my name not appearing
to the present proposals may give an idea of my being less zealous than
usual on that subject. I beg leave to say that this is not the case ; but
not having been consulted by my colleagues who drew them up, nor the
Committee by which they were approved, my assistance has been
supposed unnecessary.

" Ihey certainly appear to me in many respects very incompleat, and
in seme altogether impracticable ; but if they meet with the approbation
of the governors, it is my business, as a servant of the charity, to do the
duty ot my situation. " Your most obedient servant,

" Leicester-square, June 14th, 1793." " JOHN HUNTER.

LIVERPOOL.
(From our own Correspondent.)

OPE-B-I’-B’G OF TWO HOSPITALS FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Ox Saturday last two hospitals were opened by the

Mayor of Liverpool in the presence of members of the City
Council, medical practitioners, and others. Of these hos-

pitals, one, known as the :Ketherfield-road Hospital, was
built some years ago, and was supposed to be erected and
provided in accordance with modern sanitary science. But

such has been the progress of the latter that it was found

necessary to reconstruct the hospital at an enormous ex--


